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Custom Coins Commemorate New Bridge Opening 
Cincinnati, OH – The opening of the new William R. Bennet Bridge which connects the city of Kelowna with the newly formed municipality of Westside was a major event for the citizens of British Columbia.   Described as the centerpiece of a revitalized road network in the Okanagan Lake region, the new 5-lane bridge relieves congestion along Highway 97 and accommodates an average of 46,000 vehicles a day.  The 2 additional lanes will fuel further growth in the regional economy – especially the signature tourism industry – so that by 2017 the bridge is expected to carry an average of 69,000 vehicles per day.  Naturally, city planners wanted to commemorate the dedication of the new bridge in a special way.  So a custom commemorative coin was minted to signify the occasion – and given to participants in the opening ceremony and opening day festivities.

Everybody Loves a Parade

There is something inherently festive about a parade.  So when the William R. Bennet Bridge was officially opened, it was fitting that a host of dignitaries – including the Premier, the Minister of Transportation, and the local mayors – lead the parade across.  As the procession reached the end of the bridge span, a receiving line naturally formed – and the dignitaries were able to thank the rest of the procession for their participation.  As a token of thanks, everyone in the procession was given one of the commemorative coins.  A festival of sorts was held in the park adjacent to the bridge, including food, live entertainment and other festivities.  The Ministry of Transportation, which oversees all transportation related activities in the province, had several booths with information about the building of the bridge – as well as more of the commemorative coins.

“The whole event was a great way to mark the occasion” says Audrie Henry, Community Relations Representative for the William R. Bennet Bridge Project.  “This is a historic event and we wanted something to remember it.  The coins were very well received.”

Someone from the Ministry of Transportation designed the logo which was then minted onto the coin which was produced by The Osborne Coinage Company of Cincinnati, OH.  All told, nearly 10,000 coins, which are protected by plastic containers called capsules, were given away during the event.  Due to their uniqueness and their perceived value, custom coins are rarely discarded after the event, which is one reason why municipalities and companies have long used them to memorialize historic events and anniversaries.
“This Bridge is an important aspect to fuel the growth of this region” comments Henry.  “Many of those in the procession are local residents who will benefit directly and indirectly from that growth.  We’re confident that the coins will serve to reinforce the memory of the grand opening long after the bridge has become commonplace to them.”

-###-

Established in 1835, Osborne Coinage is America’s oldest private mint.   They produce high quality custom minted coins, medallions, and key chains in aluminum, Goldine®, nickel-silver, bronze, and even fine silver and solid gold.  For more information on using custom coins, medallions or key chains for promotional purposes or as advertising specialties, visit www.osbornecoin.com or contact Osborne Coinage Co., at 
(866) 274-0868, or via mail to Osborne Coinage Co., 2851 Massachusetts Avenue, Cincinnati, OH  45225.  
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